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Abstract

This paper reports the effect of Balinese folktale literacy learning on elementary students’ reading ability and social
attitudes. The type of research is pseudo-experimental research with a non-equivalent post-test-only control group design.
The population in this study was 129 students. The sample was selected by using random sampling techniques. 23 students
were treated as an experimental group and 27 students were treated as a control group. The data were obtained by
administering multiple-choice tests and distributing questionnaires. The data were analyzed by using descriptive statistical
analysis techniques and inferential statistics, i.e.,, Manova-test. The data of this study were also described through the
classification level of each data group by using five conversion guidelines. The results showed that there was a significant
difference between the reading ability and the social attitudes of the students taught by using folktale literacy learning and
those who were taught by using conventional learning. It can be seen from the Sig.< value of 0.05. Based on these results, it
can be concluded that Balinese folktale literacy learning affected reading ability and social attitudes of elementary students.
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Introduction

Education is an essential element to face the globalization era. This is because
education can produce a nation, which has good characters such as innovative, skilled, and
creative (Apriana, Y., Wahyuningsih, & Samudera, 2020; Ikhwan, Farid, Rohmad, & Syam,
2020; Wildan, Hakim, Siahaan, & Anwar, 2019). This is in line with the objective of
education, that is, to shape the nation’s character and civilization (Hidayat & Syam, 2020;
Wijayanti & Sulaksono, 2019). One of the efforts to educate the nation's life is by
strengthening social character and attitude through education. The importance of shaping
students’ character through the cultivation of social attitudes in terms of honesty, discipline,
responsibility, care (tolerance, mutual assistance), manners, confidence in interacting with the
social and natural environment effectively as stated in the core competencies of the
curriculum 2013 (Purwaaktari, 2015; Zahary, Bharata, & Sutiarso, 2017). The characters and
social attitudes of the students can be built up starting from practicing one's language skills
such as reading (Cakra, Dantes, & Widiartini, 2016; Suwartiningsih, Purwadi, & Pusari,
2018).

Considering that fostering the reading literacy movement for elementary school
students is not easy, cooperation from various parties such as parents, teachers, and schools is
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needed (Duriawati, Wasliman, Mulyanto, & Barlian, 2020; Fikriyah, Rohaeti, & Solihati,
2020; Karadag, 2014). Reading for students also plays a role in knowing the various
advances in science and technology that continue to evolve. Through reading, the
advancement of science and technology can be learned and understood before it can be
applied (Akbar, 2017; Zidoun, EI Arroum, Talea, & Dehbi, 2016). Reading is one of the four
basic language skills and is a part or component of written communication. Reading ability is
the ability to understand the content of the text as a whole, have the speed of reading, and
apply effective reading techniques (Din, 2020; Harni, 2020; Kim & Hannafin, 2011). To
achieve the educational objectives, especially in reading skills, the government has made
various efforts. One of the efforts made was releasing Ministerial Regulation No. 23 of 2015.
The Ministerial Regulation contains the growth of ethics including the School Literacy
Movement (Gerakan Literasi Sekolah). This policy requires students to read non-learning
books for 10-15 minutes before learning begins. The effort has been conducted periodically
and intensively. However, the problem has not been solved yet. In other words, more
innovative efforts are still needed for the implementation of education reform.

Integrating reading activity in Indonesian subjects has not been conducted effectively.
Teachers are less creative in creating conditions that direct students to integrate their daily
life experience outside the classroom to construct their knowledge in the school. This
condition caused students difficulty in understanding the texts. As a result, the goals of
Indonesian learning has not been achieved successfully (Andayani & Arono, 2018;
Khusniyah & Hakim, 2019). Based on the results of the reading test and the writers’
observation, it was shown that the ability to read Indonesian language elementary school
students of Cluster IV in Kubu subdistrict is still inadequate. The score on students'
Indonesian reading comprehension tests was still low. Additionally, they also had less
interest in reading. These conditions, indeed, worsens the quality of education.

From the writers’ observation in the field, low student understanding is likely to
cause misunderstanding or misconception among students. The complexity of student
misconceptions indicates that the learning process of Bahasa Indonesia, especially in
elementary schools in general is not optimal. The low achievement toward reading led to
having students’ misconception. This condition might be caused by the traditional ways of
learning. In addition to the low of students’ achievement toward reading, some problems are
also existing such as the characters’ degradation, individualism, intolerance, and
irresponsibility. Nowadays, people tend to be individualists, more concerned with their own
lives. Students tend to be irresponsible, unable to work in teams, and unable to respect others.
Based on the results of document analysis, the reading ability and the social attitudes of
students were relatively low.

Based on the above problems, teachers as educators need to develop students’ social
attitudes and reading skills in Bahasa Indonesia (Hidayati, 2020). Education will be
successful if the learning involves student participation. One way to improve the results of
reading ability to understand Bahasa Indonesia and social attitudes of students then what
needs to be done is to change the way students learn by applying Literacy Learning
(Nurdiyanti & Suryanto, 2010). Literacy Learning is implemented in schools as a program of
the school literacy movement. In this activity, students are encouraged to read fiction or
storybooks, such as folktale. Through reading folktales, students do not only learn to read but
also learn cultures and characters. In so doing, reading folktale is suitable to be implemented
in this literacy movement (Setyawan et al., 2017).

In this context of the study, the folktales read by the students were focused on
Balinese ones. This is because Balinese folktales contain a lot of character values, which can
be internalized by students that were mostly Balinese. By so doing, the students can
strengthen their identity as Balinese. Literacy is widely defined as the ability to listen, speak,
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read, write, and think that becomes part of literacy itself. Literacy activities concentrate on
the ability to obtain information from a book. It is expected that it can improve the social
attitude and reading knowledge of students in learning Indonesian. The literacy learning
model is a learning model that prioritizes language skills in the learning process (Jamil,
2019). Language skills are related to cultural and media contexts. The basic form of literacy
learning is reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills (Purwo, 2019). Thus, it is suitable
to be used to improve the social attitudes and reading skills of Indonesian students
understanding. Therefore, students must read and listen as a habit through literacy to improve
their reading ability to understand Bahasa Indonesia.

This statement is in line with the research conducted by Aisyah (2010), which stated
that the application of the literacy learning model could improve the ability to write essays in
grade V students of SDN Pakisaji 02, especially writing articles based on experience. Marini,
Sulha, & Hartati, (2020) also found that Balinese folktale texts can improve the ability to
write plays in grade XI of SMA Negeri 1 Mendoyo. This was proven by the results of the
classical learning outcome that exceeded 75%. Literacy learning is considered more attractive
as it contains stories of nuanced Balinese culture. Many Balinese cultures can stimulate
students' reading skills and improve students' social attitudes.

This study analyzes Balinese folktale literacy learning on social attitudes and reading
ability of Indonesian students, including the effect and contribution of folktale literacy
learning to the students’ ability to read Bahasa Indonesia.

Materials and Methods

To achieve the objective of the study, this study applied a quantitative approach. This
study is included in the quasi-experimental analysis by using a non-equivalent post-test-only
control group design (Daniel, 2016; Sugiyono, 2012). The treatment given in the
experimental class is learning that applies a literacy model nuanced Balinese folktale. Control
classes were not given special treatment, meaning that the learning applied to the control
group is knowing that teachers usually use in daily learning. After being treated, both
experimental and control groups were given post-tests to determine social attitudes and
students’ comprehension in Bahasa Indonesia reading skills in each group. The population in
this study was all grade 111 elementary school students. The total number of the population is
129. To determine the sample of the study, a random sampling technique was administered.
This technique was applied because students had been formed in study groups (learning
classes or group learning). This random selection of samples was made through a lottery
system, which was conducted twice. Based on the results of the draw, 23 students were
selected as an experimental group and 27 students as a control class. The total sample count
is 50 people. This study involved two variables, namely independent variables, and
dependent variables. The independent variable in this study is literacy learning models.
Meanwhile, the dependent variables are Balinese folktale, social attitudes and the ability to
read Indonesian.

The data collection techniques used in this study were questionnaires for social
attitudes and tests for comprehension reading ability. The type of social attitude questionnaire
instruments that are compiled consists of 30 statements. Several statements consist of positive
opinions and negative statements submitted to students. Five answer options follow each
statement, namely “strongly disagree,” "disagree," "undecided,” "agree,” and "strongly
agree”. Objective test instruments are written in multiple-choice form. The accurate test
consists of items that can be answered by choosing one of the correct alternatives from
several available alternatives (Nurkancana and Sunartana, 1990). Before implementing the
research instruments, both instruments were tested for validity and reliability. The results
showed that the overall item of the instrument was valid with an average coefficient of 0.808
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for the social attitude questionnaire and 0.93 for the comprehension reading ability test. The
reliability of the instrument is calculated using the Alpha-Cronbach formula for the Kuder-
Richardson formula social attitude questionnaire. Reliability analysis showed a coefficient of
0.907 for social attitudes questionnaires and 0.882 for comprehension reading tests. Both
instruments are in the category of very high reliability. Data analysis in this study used
descriptive and inferential statistical analysis. Hypothesis testing in this study followed the
Manova test. Before being analyzed, prerequisite test analysis includes data distribution
normality test, variance homogeneity test, multivariate homogeneity test, and variable bound
multicollinearity test were administered. Data analysis is performed with the help of the IBM
SPSS Statistics 25.0 program.

Results and Discussion
Results

The data of this study is a score of social attitudes and reading ability of Indonesian
language understanding as a result of the application of Balinese folktale-nuanced literacy
models in experimental groups and conventional learning models in the control group. In
gaining an overview of social attitudes and reading skills of Indonesian language
understanding, the data were analyzed with descriptive analysis. The results of descriptive
analysis are presented in Table 1.

Table 1. Descriptive Data Analysis Results

Students' Indonesian Language

Statistic Comprehension Reading Skills Students’ Social Attitude
Experimental Control Experimental Control
Group Group Group Group
Mean 24.57 16.70 81.91 59
Median 25 16 83 58
Modus 27 15.68 86 55
Varian 5.53 15.68 45.08 75.46
Standard Deviation 2.35 3.96 6.71. 8.69

The prerequisite test of analysis includes data distribution normality test, variance
homogeneity test, multivariate homogeneity test, and dependent variable multicollinearity
test. The first prerequisite test was a normality test with Kolmogorov-Smirnov. The analysis
results showed that all data came from normally distributed data groups. A Sig value can
indicate this P > 0.05. Once the normality requirement is met, the next prerequisite test is a
homogeneity test. In this study, the homogeneity test was conducted with two analyses:
variance homogeneity test with Levene's Test of Equality and multivariate homogeneity test
with Box's Test of Equality of Covariance Matrices. The results of homogeneity analysis
show similar meaning that the data of the research results come from a homogeneous data
group. Each test shows a value greater than 0.05. Sig value. Levene's Test of Equality was
0.272 for social attitudes while Sig score of the reading ability was 0.445. Meanwhile, the
homogeneity test with Box's Test of Equality of Covariance Matrices obtained an F value of
0.228 with Sig. 0.880. The next pre-requisite test is a multicollinearity test aimed at finding
out whether or not the symptoms of multicollinearity in each bound variable are analyzed.
Multicollinearity test using Tolerance and VIP values. The results showed that tolerance
values of 0.849 and VIP were 3.349, meaning there were no symptoms of multicollinearity
between social attitude data and comprehension reading ability.
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Based on the prerequisite test analysis results, all the prerequisites needed to conduct
the Manova test have been fulfilled so that the hypothesis test with Manova can be done. The
results of the Manova test analysis are presented in Table 2 and Table 3.

Table 2. Multivariant Analysis Results

Effect Value F Hypothesis df  Error df Sig.
Intercept Pillai's Trace 0.994  3.458E3* 2.000 43.000 0,000
Wilks' Lambda 0.006 3.458E3? 2.000 43.000 0,000
Hotelling's Trace  160.852 3.458E3? 2.000 43.000 0,000
gggts Largest 160850 3.458E3° 2.000 43.000 0,000
A Pillai's Trace 0234 6582 2.000 43.000 0,000
Wilks' Lambda 0.766  6.582° 2.000 43.000 0,000
Hotelling's Trace  0.306  6.582° 2.000 43.000 0,000
Roy's  Largest  ;a55 65820 2.000 43.000 0,000

Root

Table 3. Analysis of Tests of Between-Subjects Effects

Source Dependent  Type Il Sum of df  Mean Square F Sig.
Variable Squares
Corrected X1 1083.535% 1 1083.535 12.300  0.001
Model X2 285.654° 1 285.654 5727  0.001
Intercept X1 306711.796 1 306711.796  3.482E3 0.000
X2 307736.088 1 307736.088 6.170E3  0.000
A X1 1083.535 1 1083.535 12.300  0.001
X2 285.654 1 285.654 5727  0.001
Error X1 3875.943 49 88.090
X2 2194.716 49 49.880
Total X1 310666.000 51
X2 309983.000 51
Corrected X1 4959.478 50
Total X2 2480.370 50
Note:

X1: Social Attitudes
X2: Comprehension Reading Ability

Based on the results of the Manova analysis that has been presented in Table 3 and
Table 4, several findings were obtained. First, the significance score on Pillai's Trace, Wilks'
Lambda, Hotelling's Trace, and Roy's Largest Root was 0.000 (<0.05). This shows
simultaneous differences in scientific attitudes and science process skills between students
who follow the learning with the Balinese folktale-nuanced literacy learning model and the
group of students who follow the learning by applying conventional assessments. Second, the
results of the Tests of Between-Subjects Effects analysis showed a significance value of
0.001 (<0.05) for variable X1 (Social Attitudes). This means that part there is a significant
influence of learning with the Balinese folktale literacy learning model on the social attitudes
of grade 11l elementary students. Third, the results of the Tests of Between-Subjects Effects
analysis showed a significance value of 0.001 (<0.05) for variable X2 (Comprehension
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Reading Ability). This means that part there is a significant influence of learning with the
Balinese folktale literacy learning model on reading the understanding of grade IlI
elementary students.

Discussion

The results showed that there was a significant difference in reading ability between
students taught with literacy learning nuanced Balinese folktale and trained with conventional
learning. In the Indonesian language subjects, literacy learning nuanced Balinese folktale is
very appropriate in applying because the subjects of Bahasa Indonesia are closely related to
the real world and the environment around the students. Besides students know the subject
matter of Bahasa Indonesia, students also increased about the relationship between Bahasa
Indonesia lessons and the culture in Bali. The learning experience is an effort to grow the
potential of learners to have civic knowledge, civic participation, and civic responsibility
(Dharma & Siregar, 2015). Thus, the student's learning experience is an understanding of the
concept of the material taught and able to increase the student's knowledge about the
surrounding culture, especially Balinese culture.

The results of this analysis are also proven directly through observation during the
learning process. In the experimental class, given the form of literacy, learning nuanced
Balinese folktales in Bahasa Indonesia subject made students more excited. It familiarized
them to read, dig information, and found concepts by themselves. Students became
independent, and students' understanding was also increasing because the reading used as
literacy material was integrated with the cultural insights where the students were located,
namely Balinese folktale. While in the control class using conventional learning, students
looked passive. Students waited for an explanation from the teacher without finding out for
themselves about the material being taught. Students were not active in answering teacher
questions because students were bored reading the learning materials. The students’
inactiveness in findings ways to learn the learning materials had led them to have low
achievement.

Literacy learning nuanced Balinese folktale could affect the ability to read and the
social attitudes of students. This is proven directly in the learning process. In the experiment
class after the implementation of Balinese folktale literacy learning, students were more
familiar with the surrounding environment, more actively interact with their friends and
teachers, and more confident in expressing opinions with polite and polite language because
they had been equipped with how to compose words through the students’ experience in
reading and learning that had been integrated with the cultural environment where the
students live.

Social attitudes become the individual's consciousness that determines the real action,
repeated repeatedly towards the social object. Social attitudes have several aspects, including
honesty, discipline, tolerance, manners, confidence (Gusviani, 2017). These aspects also
create people’s perspectives. Culture can shape the attitudes of community members and
provides a pattern of experiences of individuals who become community groups. Learning
literacy nuanced Balinese folktale affects the ability to read and social attitudes. Balinese
folktale literacy learning emphasizes the process of full student engagement through reading
to find the learning material and connect it with real-life situations and cultural environments
to encourage students to be able to apply it in their lives. Windyariani, S., & Sutisnawati
(2016) stated that literacy is the ability to implement the knowledge that students have to
solve problems in real life.

This research is in line with the study conducted by Tantri & Dewantara (2017) on
the effectiveness of literacy culture to improve the reading culture of elementary school
students obtaining the results that literacy learning in learning can increase students'
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motivation in knowledge, in addition, students are more confident in performing in front of
the class. In addition, similar research is also conducted by Nurdiyanti & Suryanto (2010)
Through science, literacy learning can be applied as a learning strategy that can help students
to think critically, especially in science learning, and improve the knowledge of reading
skills, especially scientific concepts and technology and social environment of students.

Literacy learning is not only applied in Bahasa Indonesia subjects but also in other
subjects. In addition, it is necessary to integrate literacy learning with additional cultural
insights or with supporting media that makes students' reading ability improve. Besides
increasing students’ social attitudes, literacy learning can also increase students' learning
motivation. In addition, research on literacy learning can also be integrated with other
cultural insights or supporting media to measure students' abilities. Research on literacy
learning can be further developed by conducting research with additional cultural insights
and varied with more innovative media to make learning more enjoyable and make students
better understand the teaching materials delivered by teachers.

Conclusion

There are simultaneous differences in students' reading ability and social attitudes
taught by Balinese folktale nuanced literacy learning models and students who are trained in
conventional learning. This is because knowledge with a literacy learning model nuanced
Balinese folktale provides students with the opportunity to learn actively. The Balinese
folktale literacy learning model contributes to the development of learning at the basic
education level to improve the quality of learning.
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